Key considerations for opening a church as a “cool space”
1. Health & Safety
· Insurance: If you are not already regularly open during the day make sure you speak to your insurer and cover the basics. 
· Seating & rest areas: Do you want people to sit in a certain area or anywhere they please? 
· First aid readiness: Do you have a first aid kit, and can people find it if needed?
· Key contact: Can people get hold of someone if they need to if there is a problem?
2. Accessibility & Inclusivity
· Do people know how to get in? It may be obvious to you but what about someone who has never been before? Clear simple signage can help. 
· Is the door easy to open and close?
· Not every church has a toilet. But if you do is it available and well stocked with the necessaries.
· All churches are welcoming to all faiths and none. Make this is explicit in any advertising. Never assume.
3. Staffing & Volunteers
· Not every parish has a team of volunteers to be on hand all the time. That is fine, you can still be an open cool space church. 
· You will have to think about a rota to help open, close the building and check the basics. This doesn’t have to be a PCC member. You may have a trusted neighbour who could do this. 
· Make sure though you are clear who is doing what and when. 
4. Facilities & Comfort
· Can you provide free drinking water? 
· Is power available if people want to work there or charge a phone?
· Can you provide simple self-led activities (newspapers, puzzles, kids’ colouring, maybe even a simple info sheet about the church and its people).
6. Partnerships
· We work best as partners and not alone. If you are opening your church as a cool space, tell others about it. Maybe they can help too. 
· Can you let your local council know.
· Do you have a local GP surgery who can signpost people to your church.
· Are there any community groups that may want to use your church instead?


7. Opening Times & Reliability
· Don’t forget to be consistent. If you say you are open, best to not disappoint.
· Only advertise times you can maintain. You don’t have to do everything all at once, only do what you can. People with appreciate it just the same.

Advertising & awareness ideas
Quick-impact methods (highly effective)
· Church noticeboard: Eye-catching poster in the church notice board is a must.
· Outside signage: A small, non-permanent a frame with a notice does wonders to passers-by who aren’t away. 
· Parish Noticeboard: That same poster in the church noticeboard could go here too. 
Digital promotion
· Utilise the networks you already have. Here are some you could consider:
· Facebook community groups
· WhatsApp neighbourhood groups
· Parish / council websites
· Google Maps (update opening hours if possible)
Local partnerships for reach
· Those partners you got in touch with earlier. They could advertise for you. Here are some to consider: 
· GP surgeries and pharmacies (great for vulnerable people)
· Libraries & community centres
· Food banks
· Schools and nurseries (parents & children)
Targeted messaging
· Don’t forget that whatever advertising you do: 
· Make clear with simple language
· Advertise that its free, its missional not financial.
· Tell people all are welcome.
· If you are offering other things like water say so. 

