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Name of Candidate: Charlie Thomson (Rector of Melksham)

	Questions from the electorate for clergy candidates

	Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons for your view.

	Despite some negative headlines, I’m optimistic! For these three reasons:
1 – I’m an optimist and ‘can-do’ person by nature - more of a Tigger than an Eeyore
2 – we are seeing hugely encouraging signs of renewal locally in Melksham and nationally that indicate the tide is turning. 
3 – most importantly, Jesus has promised to build his church, and I don’t think he’s given up on the C of E, therefore neither should we!


	What should be the Church of England's highest priorities if we want to see more people coming to faith in Christ and growing as disciples?

	I think we need to recover our confidence in believing and sharing the life transforming good news of Jesus. Many, myself included, have been nervous in evangelism for too long, keeping our light under a bushel for fear of upsetting anyone or appearing out of place in contemporary society. But I agree with those who sense is there is a renewed spiritual hunger – people are more open than ever to hearing about Jesus, which makes it an exciting time to be a Christian! 
Practically, I’m a big fan of Alpha, and we’ve been thrilled (as have many churches) to see people come to faith and grow as disciples on our courses every year; at our baptism service this Easter 16 adults were baptized (by full immersion!), almost all of them new disciples in their 20s, 30s and 40s.
From a General Synod perspective, I would be committed to reducing pressure on parish clergy (along the lines of the Save the Parish manifesto, with which I’m in broad agreement) so they can be freed up to get on with leading their churches in mission.

	When the Church's teaching is unpopular, what do you believe is the responsibility of a General Synod member in defending and articulating it?

	I think it’s the responsibility of every Christian to “contend for the faith”; surely especially if it’s unpopular since a broad consensus hardly needs defending! But the New Testament encourages us to do so ‘with gentleness and respect’ - two qualities possibly conspicuous by their absence in some of the synod debates, and which I’d hope to embody if elected.


	There is a danger that clergy are trained to be managers of church organisations rather than theologians, pastors, and ministers of the Gospel. How would you seek to ensure that formation prioritises those primary callings?

	It’s really difficult to lead a church into growth whilst simultaneously attempting to reverse financial decline, maintain a medieval building, and comply with diocesan and charity commission governance requirements etc etc, so I’m actually really grateful for a lot of the practical ‘management’ input we got at college! However I absolutely agree with the concern that we must not neglect the primacy of the gospel in ministerial formation. A lot of this pressure would be eased by removing some of the financial burden from the clergy and the training institutions (again, as per Save the Parish manifesto), but I think the big-picture solution is the recovery of a confident articulation of the gospel of Jesus throughout the Church of England.


	What are your views on gender and human sexuality?
Do you think that the church of England should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its teachings on marriage?

	My views on marriage and sexuality have been formed through my own experience engaging with scripture, but also through friendship with a number of same-sex attracted Christians who are celibate. I’ve been inspired by their commitment to the inherited teaching of the Church which they claim to be life-giving good news for them, and share their view that the Church of England’s teaching should not be changed. 

	What are your views on the church’s decision to spend £100 million on “reparations” for historical slavery when there are over 50 million people currently held in slavery (UN figures) who could be helped instead?

	I think the best way to transform society is through a healthy and flourishing church – Jesus sent his disciples out to be ‘salt and light’, bringing preservation and illumination, which is how the abolition of slavery (led by evangelical Anglicans) was accomplished in the first place.
It’s for this reason I believe that while the Church Commissioners decision to spend £100m was well intentioned, the money would be better spent resourcing front line parish ministry so that the gospel may flourish to bring ‘healing, repair and justice’ through thriving local churches.


	Many of the debates in Synod have good arguments on both sides. How would you decide which way to vote?

	That would depend on which debate we’re having! My approach to decision making begins with Scripture and continues through reason and tradition, as per Richard Hooker:
“Be it in matter of the one kind or of the other, what Scripture doth plainly deliver, to that the first place both of credit and obedience is due; the next whereunto is whatsoever any man can necessarily conclude by force of reason; after these the voice of the Church succeedeth.”


	Do you see the current climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England and why? How do you demonstrate your concern to care for God's creation in your church life?

	I believe the best way for us to become better stewards of creation is through healthy and flourishing local churches. While I am keen to ‘safeguard the integrity of creation’ as an individual disciple and as a church leader (under my leadership our parish is on the journey to becoming an Eco Church), I believe that creation care is one of many important priorities, and shouldn’t be the sole factor in strategic and financial decision making.


	What do you consider is the most urgent challenge for the Church of England and how should it be addressed?

	The most urgent challenge for all denominations remains the Great Commission to make disciples, and it’s frustrating that we have been distracted from that mission in so many ways! But I believe the next five years will be a critical opportunity for us to regroup around this our primary calling, and to position ourselves for a fresh move of God in our time. I would love to be part of that conversation at General Synod and would be honoured for you to give me your vote.
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