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	Questions from the electorate for clergy candidates

	Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons for your view.

	Yes, I am optimistic about the future of the Church of England. My hope comes from:
· The God we serve, who I don’t believe has finished with the Church of England, combined with the everyday faithfulness of lay people and clergy who despite the challenges get on with prayerfully serving their communities  
· The many parishes investing again in youth work, community engagement, and creative forms of ministry
· And the realisation by many of us that the only way to grow the welcoming and inclusive church we believe we are called to be is to get involved.

	What are your views on gender and human sexuality? Do you think that the church of England should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its teachings on marriage?

	Views on gender and human sexuality
I believe the church should welcome, affirm, and value everyone regardless of their gender or sexuality. Each of us is made in the image of God. Understanding of gender and human sexuality has grown significantly in recent years, and I think the Church of England should reflect that deeper understanding with compassion, honesty, and courage.

Should the Church of England carry out same-sex blessings?
Yes. I support the Church offering blessings for same-sex couples.

Should the Church of England change its teachings on marriage?
Yes, I believe the Church should recognise equal marriage.
I am praying for a church that is united by the wide, inclusive love God shows us, while holding space for different consciences, so that everyone can flourish.

	What are your views on the church’s decision to spend £100 million on “reparations” for historical slavery when there are over 50 million people currently held in slavery (UN figures) who could be helped instead?

	Acknowledging the harm the Church of England caused through the transatlantic slave trade and setting aside funds for reparations is a clear way of saying that the past matters and that we are willing to confront uncomfortable truths and work for justice. But this must sit alongside a strong, practical response to modern slavery. These priorities shouldn’t be in competition; we can address historic wrongs while acting decisively for those suffering today. 

	Many of the debates in Synod have good arguments on both sides. How would you decide which way to vote?

	My voting would be rooted in prayerful discernment, ‘listening’ to Scripture, the Holy Spirit, and to the people most affected by each decision. My guiding question would simply be “What would Jesus expect of us in this situation?”  I would pay close attention to lived experience, especially the voices of those who are often overlooked. I would try to choose the path that builds trust, widens welcome, and helps makes Jesus known. 

	Do you see the current climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England and why? How do you demonstrate your concern to care for God's creation in your church life?

	Yes, I see the climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England. Caring for creation is part of Christian discipleship and a mark of the church’s mission, it isn’t an optional extra. 
In parish life, I try to make creation care practical. My church holds a Silver Eco Church Certificate, works with Win on Waste, and hosts activities that encourage responsible use of resources. In 2022 we installed around 50kw of solar panels, cutting Dorset’s carbon footprint and supplying renewable energy to the church centre and the local grid. 
I’m sure that there’s more that I could be doing, but I try to take recycling seriously, actively passing on unused items to others in the community or donating them to charity. We’re also committed to (trying to) growing our own vegetables and fruit, and we’ve planted a range of plants that support pollinators and wildlife so the garden plays its part in local natural diversity.

	What is your perspective on ‘Save the Parish’? Is it a viable manifesto when so many rural parishes have dwindling congregations?

	I value the heart behind Save the Parish. It reflects a deep love for local church life and a desire to protect the parish system that has shaped Christian faith in England for centuries. 
This said, we also need to be honest about sustainability and the low numbers attending worship in many churches, including in rural locations. We can’t simply ‘preserve’ the parish system. I believe we need a vision that honours the parish tradition while adapting it to today’s realities, including supporting clergy and lay leaders with sustainable workloads, encouraging creative and locally rooted ministry, and investing in rural communities so small congregations can flourish in ways that fit their context. 
This will take careful listening to local communities to understand their needs, rather than the congregations needs; courageous resourcing and being open to new ways of being Church while staying rooted in the local presence that has always been the one of the CofE’s greatest strength. 
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