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Name of Candidate: Rev’d Leila Mather

	Questions from the electorate for clergy candidates

	Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons for your view.

	Yes! Firstly because I have seen, first hand, the goodness of God working through our ordinary parish churches, and because God called me here persistently and across quite a few personal obstacles, so I know God can work wonders even when things seem chaotic. 
Secondly, because I think there is a real need at the moment for local Christian witness that demonstrates acceptance and welcome to those who are being targeted by ‘nationalist' demonstrations, and whilst the Church of England is often critiqued for not having one identity, having a diversity of perspectives does make us more generous to one another and to the outsider. 
Thirdly, seeing how quickly the church adapted during covid to make worship possible in unforeseen circumstances, gives me faith that we are actually better at growth and change than we might expect.


	What should be the Church of England's highest priorities if we want to see more people coming to faith in Christ and growing as disciples?

	Living out the call of God throughout the scriptures, carried forward into the Gospels by Jesus: To act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God. I believe that this starts with seeking to live with integrity, leading with honesty and transparency, and rebuilding trust where it has been broken. Then to do what our parishes were put here to do, to be a Christian presence in and alongside each community, serving those in need and sharing God's unconditional and abundant love.


	When the Church's teaching is unpopular, what do you believe is the responsibility of a General Synod member in defending and articulating it?

	The breadth of differences of opinion held within our institution means that the Church's teaching is often more unpopular within than without. I believe that going back to the source of our teaching and doctrine is important, that teaching them in their proper context is essential, and that being comfortable with our differences is vital. I also believe that general synod reps are there to represent the convictions of those in their diocese. As a vocations advisor I'm used to seeing the dropped jaws when our explorers read the 39 articles, and compare them to what they hear in church each week. Can you, for example, accept the church’s teaching that God has no passions (article 1)? 

	There is a danger that clergy are trained to be managers of church organisations rather than theologians, pastors, and ministers of the Gospel. How would you seek to ensure that formation prioritises those primary callings?

	I would vote for those things that support the proper formation and deployment of clergy, including fairer funding, theological development later in ministry, and better support for clergy wellbeing, which I do believe is improving. We do have to take some responsibility for this ourselves though, as the large majority of clergy manage our own diaries and activities and we can be terrible at asking for help. Diocesan and deanery synods are probably the best place to identify common issues in locally deployed ministry, and seek to solve them together.

	What are your views on gender and human sexuality?
Do you think that the church of England should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its teachings on marriage?

	“Therefore [marriage] is not by any to be enterprised, nor taken in hand, unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy men's carnal lusts and appetites, like brute beasts that have no understanding; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God; duly considering the causes for which Matrimony was ordained.” (BCP Preface to Solemnisation of Holy Matrimony).

I believe that all people are made in the image of God. I am more concerned by sexual abuse being covered up within our churches, and by our determination to judge others according to their biological makeup, than I am with the activities of two consenting adults behind closed doors. As a biblical scholar, the words ‘biblical marriage' bring to my mind the actual marriages in the bible, few of which would be approved by modern day Christians of any denomination. 
I do believe that the clergy within the Church of England should be allowed carry out same sex blessings if they are comfortable doing so, I also believe that there should be a list of those, including myself, who are happy to be called upon to do so where local clergy are not comfortable doing so because of their theological conviction or that of their church community.
I don’t view same sex blessings and same sex marriage as the same thing. It pains me that my gay Christian friends have to go to other denominations to be married, despite my supporting and celebrating them, and I do believe that we should reexamine our teachings on marriage, as we have done before (see above). However, I don’t believe that we are ready, as a church, to explore creating a doctrine for same sex marriage.

	What are your views on the church’s decision to spend £100 million on “reparations” for historical slavery when there are over 50 million people currently held in slavery (UN figures) who could be helped instead?

	As I've written in my election address: whilst I believe that reparation is important, I'm concerned that money has become an easy way out from acting with integrity. One of my predecessors in the benefice owned enslaved people and refused to give them up at the abolition, so was recompensed by the government with a loan that was only paid of in 2018 using the money of tax payers, including the descendants of enslaved people. Historic sin is not something we can shrug off, no matter how long ago it was. However, I do believe that spontaneous financial reparations and money spend on legal fees is wasting precious resources that could be used to release those held in captivity now. 

	Many of the debates in Synod have good arguments on both sides. How would you decide which way to vote?

	With prayer and study, and an open mind. I would also endeavor to work with my fellow representatives to, between us, represent the voices of the clergy throughout the diocese, including those I disagree with.

	Do you see the current climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England and why? How do you demonstrate your concern to care for God's creation in your church life?

	Yes. The denial of individual responsibility for the climate crisis is something I find really hard to stomach in the modern church. We were given one job at creation, to care for the earth, and instead we have fought over it and abused its resources. I feel that consumerism is the biggest enemy to our integrity at the moment. In my own life I have to work hard not to be lazy when it comes to my environmental footprint. I have been single-use plastic free and fair trade as much as possible in my own home for ten years, and I only buy from suppliers that have good ethical ratings. I choose, and expect all of my churches to choose, only eco energy tariffs, and pushed for the replacement of a broken air-source heat pump in my largest church, despite the obvious fundraising challenges. Our benefice churches are not all accredited eco churches but all take their environmental impact very seriously, and are LOAF churches. 


	What do you consider is the most urgent challenge for the Church of England and how should it be addressed?

	I believe that rebuilding trust by acting with trustworthiness and integrity is the most urgent challenge facing us, both within and outside the church. If we want the world to pay attention to the gospel then it needs to be visible in our lives before it is heard. The integrity and accountability of our decisions, actions and worshipful unity are, to my mind, the only way to restore trust. 
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