Name of Candidate: Les Keatley
Just a note, putting myself forward for this has not been planned, it seems to have just happened, and suggested by others, currently I am out of the country and trying to answer these questions, my answers might not be as expected (or even proof read) but I hope they convey how I feel and how to me it matters that anything I would do if I was part of this synod would be the wish and thoughts of my Diocese, Benefice and Parish, I would just be representing them at synod.
	Questions from the electorate for lay candidates

	Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons for your view.

	[bookmark: _Hlk240592379]The church has to find its way in today’s lifestyles.
What was seen as ‘the congregation’ no longer applies, work and life styles have changed attitude to religion has changed. The church has not changed to reflect these changes.
The church has lost touch with the needs of the people. It has to find what the modern congregation needs, from its church. It needs to become part of the community, an asset of the community.  
Today we have changed what we love and what we fear, we certainly do need to spread the word, but we can no longer threaten hell and high water, the church has got to find how to be part of the modern person and how to-days person thinks, and what their needs are.
If we can’t recruit clergy into the church how can we expect to recruit a ‘congregation’ to worship, the church needs to address the lack of clergy, how can the church open its arms and welcome us into the church if no one is standing at the door. The church is failing if it can’t get this right. Currently clergy must feel underpaid over worked and having nothing to really offer, how can this be right?


	What are your views on gender and human sexuality? Do you think that the church of England should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its teachings on marriage?

	This is the year 2026 in the past things that seem right then but totally unacceptable today. The CoE was formed because a ‘King’ wanted to remarry Surely the same rule applies to same sex relationships? Today we can remarry so why can’t we be blessed or marry if we find love with a same sex person? ‘cannon law’ yet it has been updated many times over the years including one about eating horse meat! Yet it still sits with outdated thoughts and ideas that no longer fit modern life. What is same sex? If 2 men (or 2 women) are in a relationship and one decides to change their sex, Under cannon law these couples could be married in church. How does that make any sense?  Times change, people change, the world has changed the church has to change as well. Unfortunately, it’s not what an individual feels is right or wrong it’s what ‘today’ wants. The church has to operate for today’s ‘congregation’ not ‘yesterdays’ if members of the congregation believes and trust in God, should we ‘honestly’ deny them the right to be recognised in the eyes of their God? If they fall in love with another person be it opposite sex, same sex or trans. Cannon law should reflect this.

	What are your views on the church’s decision to spend £100 million on “reparations” for historical slavery when there are over 50 million people currently held in slavery (UN figures) who could be helped instead?

		2026 everything is analyzed to the smallest dot in a book, all we focus on is ‘PC’ correct.
The early 70s it was strange not to smoke my doctor, consultant surgeon and on a hospital ward. Now days its wrong
Slavery was also ‘normal, today is very unacceptable.
The church was involved in slavery, so was half the world and most wealthy traders made their money trading slaves. 
1833 slavery was outlawed (6 to 7 generations ago), the slaves became free just another citizen who had the same benefits of living here as anyone else. 
There are no living slaves the church was involved with today.
Thinking out the box: Since slavery was abolished those slave families have been part of fighting for this country through 2 world wars. Jews and millions of others were also murdered, or turned into slaves. This is also very real.
Are we still seeking justice for these people?
Look at the bigger picture, rather than today’s hot topic.
£100,000,000, ‘sensible’ we could help to make the church work, we could clear outstanding parish shares, offer more support for small rural parishes, support the cost of extra clergy, make changes to those that really need it, today. 






	Many of the debates in Synod have good arguments on both sides. How would you decide which way to vote?

	The reason for a debate is to hear all sides and all opinions, it would be wrong if both sides could not give a good argument, to be part of a debate is to listen fairly and fully then if needed you should challenge the argument and decide if each side of the argument has a good foundation on which the argument has been given, once all of this has been investigated and if possible ‘proven’ then you consider which way you should vote. Every debate could be totally different to the one before, therefore each one could have a different outcome.
However, any vote cast should also reflect the reason to be at the synod. I would be a member of the synod to present the views of my Diocese, my Benefice, my Parish. I am at the synod to represent them; any vote cast should be made on their behalf.

	Do you see the current climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England and why? How do you demonstrate your concern to care for God's creation in your church life?

	The climate ‘crisis’ is equally every one’s priority. The church is no different to anyone else when it comes to this type of ongoing problem. We all need to make it a workable priority.
Maybe the church could do more in its own buildings, just a thought how many churches have the ability or the power to fit solar panels?


	What is your perspective on ‘Save the Parish’? Is it a viable manifesto when so many rural parishes have dwindling congregations?

	[bookmark: _Hlk240590940]Let’s hope this, is not just the latest ‘hot topic’.
For me ‘save the parish’ is something I care about especially the rural parish. 
[bookmark: _Hlk240590488]When I sit on my PCC I am the current guardian of ‘my’ church, I feel I have a duty to protect this church and keep it open for the next generation.
Today we have failing churches and falling church numbers, this could change in a 100 years what is happening today could be a forgotten problem, we must ensure todays churches are still there for tomorrow.
Today the church should be a community asset, we have to remind the community that the church is theirs to be proud of. Make them the real owners that really care about ‘their’ church. Having a service is not the priority these days, being open with clergy standing in the door with open arms offering the words of God when needed but also part of the community and to serve the community in a way todays community needs, once you have these people around you finding a use and value in their church then you will find you have the starting of a new ‘congregation’.
We have village people giving (and leaving) money to the church, and never been in the church! This is the start of people realising their church needs their help and support,



