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Name of Candidate: 

	Questions from the electorate for lay candidates

	Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons for your view.

	I am quite optimistic about the future of the Church of England when seeing growth in churches and new churches being planted.  I am also optimistic on seeing the number of Anglican young people who attend Christian festivals- I have seen this at New wine. I also remember with optimism my placement church and their intentional move into the community showing Christ’s love to the world.


	What are your views on gender and human sexuality? Do you think that the church of England should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its teachings on marriage?

	
I support the opinion of the bishops to end LLF because it has grown to be so divisive.   Dialogue continues in other forms but I stand by the current doctrine of the Church of England

	What are your views on the church’s decision to spend £100 million on “reparations” for historical slavery when there are over 50 million people currently held in slavery (UN figures) who could be helped instead?

	
There is a case to be made for both.  I believe that reparations should not come at the cost of helping the 50million held in slavery today.  

	Many of the debates in Synod have good arguments on both sides. How would you decide which way to vote?

	I would pray, read and research


	Do you see the current climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England and why? How do you demonstrate your concern to care for God's creation in your church life?

	
Yes I believe this is really important.  I talk about God’s creation when I preach and we try to be as environmental as possible- not using plastic/paper cups where possible, solar panels where appropriate .

	What is your perspective on ‘Save the Parish’? Is it a viable manifesto when so many rural parishes have dwindling congregations? I think it is ideal to have a church in every community in the diocese.  I think save the parish is something to strive for.
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