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Name of Candidate: Oliver Iliffe

	Questions from the electorate for lay candidates

	Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons for your view.

	
No (with one exception):

1. The Church Commissioners has consciously withdrawn its billions from funding ordained parish ministry over the last 20 years.  The haemorrhaging of trained Christian leadership (the focal point for the parish system) and its volunteers, will eventually reach a tipping point and, probably, result in disestablishment of the Church. 

2. Bishops seem to be more interested in pursuing left-leaning political agendas than doing their job of filling parish vacancies and upholding doctrine.  By contrast, the anecdotal Christian revival among Gen Z has tended to favour more traditional Churches, including the Roman Catholics and independent evangelicals which are guided more by doctrine than the latest fashion of progressive politics.

3. On an optimistic note, however, there is still life left in the Church of England and no shortage of money.  A determined commitment to fund parish clergy could yield surprising results.  Church of England doctrine is still solidly Biblical and capable of offering the transforming Truth of God’s Word to us. 

Fundamentally, we need a change in attitude at the top before we can be more optimistic.


	What are your views on gender and human sexuality? Do you think that the church of England should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its teachings on marriage?

	
While I sympathise with those who experience strong feelings about their sexuality and gender identity which are not affirmed by the Church, I do not believe it is the role of the Church to affirm my sexual desires or feelings about my gender, but to teach me God’s will for them.  I say this without a sense of righteousness but acknowledging my own sins and weaknesses in this area.  Taking an affirming approach to all our desires is incompatible with Scripture and also means the questions will just keep coming: what about polyamory, why does the Church have a Table of Kindred and Affinity etc?  At a certain point, our choices become incompatible with following Jesus and I think we need to recognise that and be honest about it.

Ultimately Christian marriage is an outward visible sign of Christ’s (male) relationship with the (female) Church (see e.g. Mark 2:19 and Rev 21:9).  This requires a male and a female element to marriage. 


	What are your views on the church’s decision to spend £100 million on “reparations” for historical slavery when there are over 50 million people currently held in slavery (UN figures) who could be helped instead?

	
It is unjustifiable at every level – legally, morally, theologically, historically:

1. Without Charity Commission approval (very unlikely), it is unlawful.

2. The funds were given for a particular purpose, maintenance and provision of parish clergy, and it is immoral to spend it on other objects.  (See, for instance, Jesus’ teaching at Mark 14:3-10.)

3. It has been described to me, by a former bishop, as a “gospel imperative”.  Theologically it is, in fact, more like a work of supererogation which, according to Article 14 of the 39 Articles “cannot be taught without arrogancy and impiety”.

4. Queen Anne’s Bounty (the “offending” body) did not profit from the slave trade.  The “links” to the slave trade referred to in the non-peer-reviewed paper produced to support Project Spire consist primarily of investments in “Old South Sea Annuities” held by Queen Anne’s Bounty which were, in substance, participations in Government debt rather than equity in the South Sea Company’s trading businesses.  (See published criticisms by Professors Dale, Goldman and Tombs.)

The Established Church was instrumental in the abolition of slavery in the British Empire, and beyond, and deserves credit for that.


	Many of the debates in Synod have good arguments on both sides. How would you decide which way to vote?

	
I would ask two questions about any proposal:

1. Does it promote the interests of the parishes and the establishment by law of the Church of England?

2. Does it tend to uphold Biblical theology, as expressed by the 39 Articles and Canons of the Church of England or does it tend to undermine it?

The rate of legislation by General Synod has doubled in the last 20 years compared to the previous 20, suggesting legislative hyperactivity that needs to be challenged. 


	Do you see the current climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England and why? How do you demonstrate your concern to care for God's creation in your church life?

	
The Church of England does not have a good track record at prioritising crises.  The temporary closure of churches during the Covid crisis demonstrates this.  By focusing Church funds on arbitrary net-zero targets, the likely result will be more permanent church closures.  

The moral call for the Christian is to turn away from sin and do what is right.  This is not primarily about demonstrating concern but seeking to live the right way.  It will look different for each of us but at its most basic level, creation care is about looking after what we have as if we are tenants rather than owners.


	What is your perspective on ‘Save the Parish’? Is it a viable manifesto when so many rural parishes have dwindling congregations?

	
I am a supporter of Save the Parish.  Yes, it is a viable manifesto.

The Established Church has been maintained for centuries with the co-operation of the State and with the benefit of endowments given by the laity.  These endowments had always contributed towards clergy stipends – until about 20 years ago, when the Church Commissioners effectively defunded parish clergy (not just rural ones).  In the late 1990s there were about 10,000 stipendiary parish clergy.  There are now about 6,700.  

I believe that dwindling congregations are at least partly caused by this change in policy.  Leaving parishes vacant while continuing to demand Parish Share is a recipe for alienating congregations and parishioners.  

If the Church Commissioners was to allocate substantial and predictable annual funding to DBF stipend funds (as it is able to do) according to a formula which balances the number of parishes and population in each diocese, supply would create its own demand.  The Church grows when sowers go out to sow and harvest workers go out to harvest. 




image1.png
. ® Diocese
of Salisbury
@ Making
!- Jesus Known





  Name of Candidate:  Oliver Iliffe    

Questions from the electorate for  lay   candidates  

Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons  for your view.  

  No (with  one exception ) :     1. The Church Commissioners has consciously withdrawn its billions from funding  ordained  pari sh  ministry over the last 20 years.  The haemorrhaging   of trained Christian  leadership   ( the focal point for the parish system )   and its volunteers, will eventually reach  a tipping point and, probably, result in disestablishment   of the Church .      2.   Bi shops   seem to be  more  interested   in  pur su ing left - lea ning political   agendas  than  doing their job of fi lling parish vac ancies   and upholding  doctrine .   By contrast , the  anecdotal Christian revival among Gen Z has tended to  favour more traditional Churches,  including the Roman Catholics and independent evangelicals w hich are guided more by   doctrine   than the latest fashion of progressive politics .     3.  On an optimistic note ,   however , there is  still   life left in the Church of England and no  shortage of money.  A determined commitment to fund parish clergy could yield  surprising results.  Church of England doctrine is still solidly Biblical and capable of  offering the transforming Truth of God’s Word to us.       Fun dame ntally, we need a c hange in  atti t ude at the top   before we can be more  optimistic .    

What are your views on gender and human sexuality?   Do you think that the church of England  should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its  teachings on marriage?  

  While I  sy mpath ise   with  t hose   who experience strong feelings about their sexuality and  gender identity which are not affirmed by the Church,  I   do not believe it is  the  role   of the  Church to affirm my sexual desires or feelings about my gender, but to teach me God’s  will for them.    I say this without a sense of righteousness but acknowledging my own sins  and weaknesses in this area.   Taking an affirm ing   approach to all our desires is  incompatible with Scripture and  also  means  the questions will  just  keep  coming: wh at  about polyamory , why does the Church have a Table of Kindred and Affinity etc?  At a 

