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Name of Candidate:  Richard Wilson KC

	Questions from the electorate for lay candidates

	Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons for your view.

	Yes. 

However, in order to achieve a positive future for the Church, we need to act now to ensure that the right decisions are taken.

The top three reasons for my optimism are as follows:
(1) There is still considerable goodwill in British society towards the Church and the work it does in the wider community. We must ensure that we do not undermine this with misguided and unpopular schemes like Project Spire which create the risk of alienating the congregation and wider community.
(2) There is an appetite among the public for spiritual guidance, provided we build the right environment in our parishes to attract people. We have seen it in our own Church in Mere, where traditional eucharistic worship led by a well-supported vicar linked to the local community has led to increased numbers.
(3) Well-run and supported Parishes show that they can reverse decline and provide a sustainable path to renewal within the Church.


	What are your views on gender and human sexuality? Do you think that the church of England should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its teachings on marriage?

	This is undoubtedly a very difficult issue for the Church, as the Synod debates on the subject have demonstrated.

Personally, I have not reached a firm conclusion in my own mind on the question of the Church’s position on same sex blessings and marriage. Instinctively, I believe in equality and that the Church should support loving and faithful relationships in whatever form they may take. Ours is a faith based on compassion towards our neighbours.

However, I recognize that there are very complicated arguments (which provoke strong reactions amongst members of the Church on each side of the debate) and I would wish to hear and consider those arguments at greater length, reflect and pray before reaching any firm conclusion.


	What are your views on the church’s decision to spend £100 million on “reparations” for historical slavery when there are over 50 million people currently held in slavery (UN figures) who could be helped instead?

	Slavery is undoubtedly one of the greatest evils that people have inflicted on each other. We must learn lessons from it and seek to do our utmost to eradicate it where it continues to exist in the World.

However, I believe Project Spire represents a misguided and potentially extremely damaging decision for the Church, particularly when local churches face so many difficulties.

Evidence shows that it runs the risk of alienating a significant proportion of the churchgoing public. It is reported that 81% expect the Church to support local parishes rather than using funds for reparations and perhaps more worryingly, some 61% would switch their giving to alternative charities if the project goes ahead.

This is borne out by what I hear locally from the congregation. Attempts to encourage greater giving are met with resistance because of concerns about how the Church is spending its money on Project Spire. Explanations about the difference sources of funds fall on deaf ears.

Given the difficulties that the Church of England faces, we need to focus on finding solutions to those, rather than on a misguided project with a questionable historical justification, and which will do little to help those enduring slavery today.


	Many of the debates in Synod have good arguments on both sides. How would you decide which way to vote?

	Through my experience as a barrister I am well-used to evaluating evidence and argument in order to reach a considered view. 

Even where one starts out with a fairly clear and strong view on an issue, it is important to ‘stress-test’ that view by looking at the contrary arguments. That process will sometimes fortify the original view, but will often lead to modifications or more significant changes. It is vital to recognize that no-one has a monopoly of good ideas and to keep an open mind accordingly.

An added dimension in the context of Synod is the importance of prayer and reflection. In making decisions for the good of the Church and its congregation, the Holy Spirit will undoubtedly play a vital part and I will seek to discern God’s will in making my decisions.

Having done that, I will be forceful advocate for what I consider to be right.


	Do you see the current climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England and why? How do you demonstrate your concern to care for God's creation in your church life?

	The current climate crisis is an important issue for everyone – not just the Church, and we all have to play our part in what has to be a collective effort.

However, the Church has a crucial role in leadership and through parish churches setting an example and providing a focal point for positive action.

Our church has started a project to reduce its carbon footprint. This will involve installing solar panels and changing the way we heat the church. We have also sought to encourage bee-friendly planting in our churchyard. These are examples of the relatively modest steps individual churches can take, but which when taken collectively across the country can be significant both in terms of reduction of fossil fuel use and perhaps more importantly, leadership.

The main obstacle to taking more steps in this direction is finance. Making a Grade 1 listed building energy efficient is extremely difficult and therefore costly.

Green initiatives for churches are another example of a positive initiative that would represent a far better use of funds than the divisive and misguided Project Spire. 

	What is your perspective on ‘Save the Parish’? Is it a viable manifesto when so many rural parishes have dwindling congregations?

	The Save the Parish manifesto represents the best way to secure the future of the Church of England.

Local parishes are the essential lifeblood of the Church. For too long, the Church has failed to give them adequate support. Unless things change significantly, many are at real risk.

The premise of the question seems to me to be wrong: dwindling congregations are not a reason for questioning whether the Save the Parish manifesto is viable: they demopnstrate the need to support parishes as a means of restoring and reinvigorating the Church. Parishes are on the ‘front line’ – they are the means of interacting with the wider community, spreading God’s word through worship and outreach. The visible presence of a healthy parish church led by a well-supported and happy vicar is the key to reversing decline and building the spiritual and financial strength of the Church. 

This is not theoretical: in Mere, we had a Parish with a troubled recent history in financial difficulty. The appointment of the right Vicar with strong support mechanisms means that we have a much more visible Christian presence, leading to a growing congregation, improved finances and a greater ability to carry out our mission.
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