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Name of Candidate: Ross Meikle
	Questions from the electorate for clergy candidates

	Are you optimistic about the future of the Church of England? Briefly state your three top reasons for your view.

	I am not especially optimistic, no. 

There is a lack of structural imagination as we face various institutional challenges of this age
There is a loss of understanding and confidence in our Anglican identity as the parish system is stretched beyond functionality and undermined.

There is a theological poverty that prioritizes either shallow permissiveness or ecclesial cruelty masquerading as depth and rigour.

But I’m not so pessimistic that I don’t think change for the positive is possible, especially with my work with young Christians and vocations. Plus, I’d be a poor example of a priest after Christ’s heart if I didn’t believe that new life was possible.

	What should be the Church of England's highest priorities if we want to see more people coming to faith in Christ and growing as disciples?

	Our Church of England schools are a gift, and in a diocese with as many Church of England secondary schools as we do, I would love to see a national Church that took our spiritual responsibilities to them more seriously. 

Likewise, being able to better support our parish priests with administration at deanery and parish level to free them up to fulfil their priestly callings. That is how the church in Acts grew – by freeing up the apostles with deacons. 

	When the Church's teaching is unpopular, what do you believe is the responsibility of a General Synod member in defending and articulating it?

	It’s important to ask the question a Church teaching is unpopular, and with who. If it is causing harm to a person’s soul or ability to worship God, then it is not of Christ and it needs reviewing. 

In terms of feeding back to parishes, deaneries and dioceses on a decision that General Synod has made that is not good news to the local context, then the General Synod member has a responsibility to explain the reasoning behind why the decision was made – regardless of their own vote.


	There is a danger that clergy are trained to be managers of church organisations rather than theologians, pastors, and ministers of the Gospel. How would you seek to ensure that formation prioritises those primary callings?

	I don’t believe the problem is with formation. The problem is the expectation and workload at the end of formation when curates are dumped into parishes of multiple churches and councils with an ageing and disempowered laity. Some clergy may benefit from an additional management course, certainly, but it may be that we need think more strategically about the gifts of each clergyperson at the end of training as a professional priest, rather than a generalist stretched too thin.

I would like the Church Commissioners and dioceses to consider how to better resource parishes and deaneries with managers and administrative support separate to the clergy. I am afraid of poor stewardship of bright new ideas in the same when the infrastructure of supporting the basic ministerial responsibilities in poorer parishes are neglected.  

	What are your views on gender and human sexuality?
Do you think that the church of England should carry out same sex blessings? Do you think the church of England should change its teachings on marriage?

	It is an ancient human understanding that there are many gender and sexual identities. It is our job as the Church to learn from and to love the variety of human experiences that are out there. Our conversations are uninformed and embarrassing. Yes, we should bless gay couples. Yes, we should marry gay couples.

In the same way that the Sabbath was made as a gift for us, so marriage is a gift for when we find someone who makes a difficult life more enjoyable and fuller of love – regardless of sex or gender. Marriage laws should not become a rod to punish. Jesus came not to inflict further burdens upon us – his yoke is easy. Why do we insist on making the lives of LGBTQIA+ Christians harder? It is cruel and not godly.

	What are your views on the church’s decision to spend £100 million on “reparations” for historical slavery when there are over 50 million people currently held in slavery (UN figures) who could be helped instead?

	The argument about helping those in slavery now troubles me – it sounds like Judas criticizing the woman with the expensive nard who is doing a beautiful thing. “We could have sold this and given it to the poor!” What he says sounds good, but at the cost of undermining an important and beautiful ministry. 

We must repent the horrors our institution, our family is responsible for. Repentance requires a process of lamentation and penance, and it is fitting for us to pay reparations to those who continue to suffer the effects of institutional racism. We do not come enough to God in sackcloth and ashes as a national Church.

	Many of the debates in Synod have good arguments on both sides. How would you decide which way to vote?

	My experience of Synod is that there are people to talk with, various communications groups giving insight or instruction according to ‘tribe’. That is a part of discernment, but there is also one’s one discernment of the Spirit, one’s own integrity. But for me the key questions come from Micah 6:8. Will this do justly, love mercy and follow God humbly? 

	Do you see the current climate crisis as a key priority for the Church of England and why? How do you demonstrate your concern to care for God's creation in your church life?

	How can it not be? I am confronted by the reality that I am likely not to see retirement because the world may have become too hostile place for human life in that time. It haunts me and my ministry to children and young people. 

It is one of the 5 marks of mission that we do not take seriously enough. It is regularly prayed for in my intercessions at Evensong, included in my preaching as a fact of the state of the world, and a key consideration in the resources I use – is it sustainable? Is it a single-use plastic? 

	What do you consider the most urgent challenge for the Church of England and how should it be addressed?

	The sustainability of our parish system. Chaplaincies, fresh expressions and new congregations – they matter, but only when we have a parish system to ground them. We need some re-imagining and re-structuring, but I’m proud to serve a Church that radically proclaims in its very structures that everyone in this country is prayed for, is loved, and is celebrated. And at this turning point in world history as the Empires we have known fall and new ones rise, people will need their priests for spiritual guidance, for rites of passage, for wisdom and stories and songs and rituals of hope. It is our long-term ecclesiology.
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